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iiL    The Death of a Friar

In the third idyl, Abercrombie presents Mary as the Queen
of Heaven. The theme is the death of a pious man who is a
Friar. This idyl is the most visionary of his poems. The Friar
leads a humble and virtuous life and remains till the end an un-
regarded serviceable man. Only some good people attend OB
him when he lies on his death-bed for some time, and then
leave him to die in peace.

Death comes to him, not as expected by others, but in a
peculiarly blissful manner, the visions of which a highly specu-
lative genius like Abercrombie alone can give. Mary, the Queen
of Heaven, in all the joyful light of green, now appears before
the Friar. Three angels, * three tranquil majesties of fire* attend
on her. At this the Friar cries in passion: "Mother of Godr
may I not die at length?" In response to this request and at
the instance of Mary, the three angels administer to him three
electuaries one after one. As he is nursed with the first sacred
food, Mary says, "Take now thy first delight/* Consequently
he feels he is 'stript of labour, disease'. He becomes aware of
health, 'quick and beating'. 'Rejoicing knowledge* returns to
him and he lies in 'mere simplicity of joy*.

Then Mary touches his head, and he is roused in great dready
dreading any greater bliss, like a child:

"No more, no more!   I want no more than this!

This was enough!" *

Now Mary smiles again and the second angel administers
the second electuary. She bids him take his next delight. Them
he experiences:

CkNay, such a speed and such perplexity

Of pleasured sense and mind's beatitude,

Not to be named at all, not understood,

No spectre of it fantastically kenn*d,

The joy his spirit came to in the end/* *
At first fragrance steals to him and holds fast his mind.

"Sense to sense

Confused; and medley of sweet excellence
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